Opinion Exchange Meeting for Foreign Residents in Aichi
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This newsletter is available in English, Chinese, Korean, Portuguese, and Spanish as well as on the Internet.
Edited and published by: Multicultural Society Section, Aichi Prefectural Government
3-1-2 Sannomaru, Naka-ku, Nagoya 460-8501

TEL 052-954-6138 (in Japanese only) FAX 052-951-2590
www.pref.aichi.jp/global/en/other/news.html  tabunka@pref.aichi.lg.jp

460-8501

Opinion Exchange Meeting (OEM) 2009

Since 2002, the Aichi Prefectural Government has held a series of OEMs to provide foreign residents
with a venue to discuss issues surrounding them and to reflect their opinions in prefectural policies.

This year, we hosted three meetings where thirteen publicly-selected delegates from seven
countries exchanged views on the theme of “promoting mutual understanding between Japanese
and foreign residents.”

The contents and results of the 2009 OEM wiill be presented at the Multicultural Forum Aichi 2009 (see
inside for more information). The results will also be posted on the Multicultural Society Section
webpage at http://www.pref.aichi.jp/kokusai/tabunka.html.
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Messages from the 2009 OEM Delegates

Yu Hao (China)
“l want to share the things | have learned as a working adult about effective communication with
Japanese people.”

Wang Yan Qiu (China)
“l wish to convey the difficulty of learning Japanese while trying to balance work and raising
children.”

Kinoshita Takao (China)
“This is my second year as a participant and | will be responsible for the progression of meetings
and an activity report at the Multicultural Forum Aichi 2009.”

Cui Jian Xin (China)
“Language is really important for living in Japan and | want to think with everyone about what we
can do to build better communities.”

Su Jinyu (China)
“Mutual understanding requires knowledge of each other’s culture and putting yourself in others’
shoes. It would be wonderful if we could understand one another regardless of nationality.”

Chen Bei (China)

“Despite the increasing number of foreign residents, there are some instances which display a
lack of understanding. | want to think with everyone what we can do to build a community that is
more comfortable for foreign residents to live in.”

Tanaka Jorge (Peru)

“The downturn in the economy has caused many foreign residents to loose their jobs. | hope
Japanese and foreign residents can work together to build a community that is easy to live for
both.”

Perez de Matayoshi Clelia Angelica (Peru)
“To create mutual understanding between foreign residents and Japanese, | have been speaking
about projects | think would be good to initiate and my experiences with local governments.”

Natalie-Anne Hall (Australia)

“| think that festivals, sports fairs, and other such events are good opportunities for Japanese and
foreign residents to build deeper relationships of intercultural understanding by working together
towards the same goals.”

Sugimoto Seiran (Korea)
“l would like to speak about my experiences as the wife of a foreign resident and mother of
children.”

Josélia Eliete Longatto Fuidio (Brazil)
“By introducing my culture at the Multicultural Forum Aichi 2009, | hope that people will gain a
better understanding of the more profound portions of Brazil’s culture and history.”

Hnin Hnin Yu (Myanmar)

“Information about Myanmar in Japan is limited, but my wish is to show more people the
wonderful things about my country through my cultural presentation at the Multicultural Forum
Aichi 2009.”

Aleksandra Shumilova (Russia)
“l will be participating in the Multicultural Forum Aichi 2009 as a panelist. | will do my best so that
the opinions of other OEM delegates are conveyed.”
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Multicultural Forum Aichi 2009

We will be hosting the Multicultural Forum Aichi 2009, a multicultural event that will also include

highlights of the activities of OEM delegates.

Date & Time: Saturday, November 28, 2009 1:00 pm - 4:30 pm

Venue:

Participants:

Host:

Program:

(D

(2

(3

Aichi Industry and Labor Center (WINC AICHI), Small Hall 2 (5F)

4-4-38 Meieki, Nakamura-ku, Nagoya (2 min. walk from Nagoya Station)

300

Aichi Prefectural Government

* Welcome Remarks from the Host

* Award Ceremony for Contributions to the Promotion of a Multicultural Society
* Award Ceremony and Introduction of Outstanding Multicultural Society Essays
* Panel Discussion (1)

* OEM Activity Report ( 2), International Culture Introductions ( 3)

Based on the theme of “promoting mutual understanding between Japanese
and foreign residents,” OEM delegate Aleksandra Shumilova will be

participating in this panel.

OEM delegate Kinoshita Takao will present a report on the results and

suggestions from the 2008 OEM in addition to an introduction of this year’s OEM.

OEM delegates Josélia Eliete Longatto Fuidio (Brazil) and Hnin Hnin Yu

(Myanmar) will be giving presentations about their respective countries.

To participate, please contact us at the Multicultural Society Section

(see title page for our contact information)
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Useful Information for Foreign Residents

Influenza information in various languages:

- Portal Site on Policies for Foreign Residents by Cabinet Office, Government of Japan
Link to website on information of Influenza A (H1N1)
http://www8.cao.go.jp/teiju-portal/jpn/etc/influenza-a.index.html

- Aichi International Association (English, Spanish, Portuguese, Chinese)
http://www?2.aia.pref.aichi.jp/topj/indexj.html

A FAQ page for foreign residents:

This page, managed by the Aichi Prefectural Government, provides information, links, and
contact information to help foreign residents solve frequently encountered problems such

as becoming ineligible for unemployment benefits or suddenly being laid off.
http://www.pref.aichi.jp/0000021028.html

Multicultural Social Workers:

It was suggested at the Second OEM that a system to help foreign residents deal with stress
and mental health issues was necessary. The multicultural social workers at the Multicultural
Center (inside the Aichi International Association) are available to help foreign residents by
listening, translating, and offering solutions through continuous support. Please take

advantage of these services.
http://www?2.aia.pref.aichi.jp/topj/indexj.html 052-961-7902
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