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Pulse-taking about the occurrence of jellyfishes during 25 years and the fishery damages

in Ise, and Mikawa Bay

Y AMADA Satoshi”', FUJITA Kouichi™

Abstract : We conducted a questionnaire survey of fishermen on the increasing jellyfish populations in
Ise-Mikawa Bay. We obtained responses from a total of 204 fishermen and we adopted the responses of
160 fishermen with >25 years’ experience in fishing. During the survey, 51% of the total responses
indicated that the current abundance of Aurelia aurita s.1. was the same as that 25 years ago, while 45% of
the total responses indicated that A aurita s.l. populations increased during the past 25 years. The increase
was most remarkable in the late 80s to early 90s in the north and west of Ise Bay and the bay mouth of
Ise-Mikawa Bay. Dense colonies of polyps of A. aurita s. 1. were recently found under floating piers at the
ports around the bay mouth area; these ports were developed during the period between the 70s and 90s.
Thus, the increase in A. aurita s.l. populations can be attributed to the above facts. In addition, 63% of the
fishermen answered that the occurrence of Chrysaora pacifica did not change in the past 25 years and
fisheries damages were taking place constantly.
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