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An Easy Method for Evaluating the Germinating Capacity of Weed Seeds
in Composted Mowed Grass

SAKAKIBARA Mikio and MASUDA Tatsuaki

Abstract: To develop an easy method for evaluating the germinating capacity of weed
seeds of compost, 2 experiments were conducted using mowed grass wastes before and
after composting.

1. Mowed grass wastes (100 g) were spread onto the surface of 2 kg autoclaved soil
(121°C for 4 h) and maintained at 25°C. After 10 days of culture, sprouts appeared
gradually, and 40-50 plants were finally observed at day 30. However, from the
composted grass wastes, only a single sprout was observed in the replicate.

2. A simple method using a paper towel substitute for autoclaved soil was tested. Fewer
sprouts emerged from mowed grass wastes on paper towel than on the soil, but the
difference was not significant.

These results suggest that using the latter simple method enables the easy detection of
surviving weed seeds in compost.

Key Words: Compost, Weed seed, Germinating capacity, Sterile soil, Paper towel
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