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Results of Questionnaire Surveys on New Japanese Pear Cultivar
“Aichi-Nashi 3” and Requirements for Profitable Sales

KONDO Takashi, YOSHIMURA Yukie, ARAMAKI Shinobu, HAYAKAWA Yuko,
TANAKA Yuichi and KINBARA Yoshihiro

Abstract : The aim of the present study was to clarify requirements for profitable

sales of the new Japanese pear cultivar “Aichi-Nashi 3,” bred by the Aichi

Agricultural Research Center and the National Agriculture and Food Research

Organization. To do so, a questionnaire survey was conducted involving distributors,

sellers, and consumers in Aichi prefecture. The results are as follows:

1. Distributors, sellers, and consumers evaluated the taste and appearance and
overall quality of “Aichi-Nashi 3” to be almost the same or higher in comparison
with either “Kousui” or “Housui” pear cultivars.

2. As a result of our customer satisfaction analysis, we found that distributors,
sellers, and consumers identified strengths of the “Aichi-Nashi 3” pears as
sweetness, a crunchy texture, and freshness. The identified weaknesses were skin
color, shape, and flesh color.

3. As a result of the absolute taste evaluation, conducted by consumers according to
the coloring stage of the pericarp, we found that consumers scored the “Aichi-Nashi
3” pears higher than "normal" in all coloring stages, and sweetness had a strong
positive correlation with overall evaluation. In the relative evaluation, color chart
(CC) values 2 and 3 were higher than those of the reference fruit, but CC1 was
lower than that of the reference fruit.

4. As requirements for profitable sales, we believe it is necessary to thoroughly
implement proper harvest of “Aichi-Nashi 3” pears based on the coloring stage of
the pericarp, to promote recognition of high evaluation items, and to improve
understanding of low evaluation items.

Key Words : Distributors, Sellers, Consumers, Japanese Pear, Questionnaire, Profitable
sales
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