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Effect of Feeding Cut Sudangrass Hay as a Replacement for
Timothy Hay in the Early Fattening Period on Growth,
Carcass Characteristics and Profitability in Japanese Black Steers

KOJIMA Tomoki, AOKI Naoto and OOKAWA Toshiyuki

Abstract : The present study was conducted to evaluate the effect of feeding cut
sudangrass hay as a replacement for timothy hay in the early fattening period on growth,
carcass characteristics and profitability in Japanese Black steers. Twelve steers were
divided into 2 groups: control (n=6) given timothy hay and sudan (n=6) given cut
sudangrass hay as a replacement for timothy hay in the early fattening period (8-12
month of age). Both groups were fed the same concentrate during the period and fed the
same feed from 13 months of age until slaughter at 26 months of age. There were no
significant differences in feed intake, weight gain, and carcass characteristics between
the 2 groups. The calculated feed cost of the sudan group was 7,000yen/head lower than
that of control group. These results indicated that feeding cut sudangrass hay as a
replacement for timothy hay in the early fattening period does not affect the feeding
performance and carcass characteristics, and reduce the feed cost, resulting in
increasing profitability.

Key Words : Japanese Black steer, Roughage, Daily gain, Carcass characteristics,
Profitability
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