4. Education in Aichi Prefecture zsmeoss

Fundamental Principles ZEA&B &

Based on the fundamental concepts of “improving oneself” and “contributing to society,” the
Aichi Prefectural Board of Education promotes education that fosters rich humanity through
encouraging students to take pride in the cultural climate of Aichi, learn independently and
deeply with global perspective, and to value life, individuality, and diversity. Public education
in Aichi also promotes key competencies for life that is balanced with knowledge, morals, and
health.

TEoZEEHAELILIHEDENFERDIIEIZREREL, 32SEHVVLOXE-BRLIZEYED
L HRANETFTEAMNICRCEY. AP ADLBEVERCENLLE, EREAKDEEZEET
LENGABMEER-E-KICDHEEEINZEEL. HLLDHEBEZEDFY,

5. School Education =z#xz

1. Japanese School System B XD ZX4IE

The modern school system in Japan was inaugurated in 1872. Up until the Second World
War, there were several different tracks students could follow within the school system;
however, after the war, as is shown in Chart 4, a single-track system called "the 6-3-3-4
system" (this being the number of years for each school level) was introduced to establish
equal educational opportunities. Recently, this system has seen diversification, harking back
to a diversified-track system.
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Chart 4: Japanese School System
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2. School Education in Aichi Prefecture 1B N3 #KHE

(1) Pre-school Education #R&%&

As facilities available for pre-school children, kindergartens, nursery schools, and certified
childcare facilities provide education and childcare.

Kindergartens, as educational facilities, are under the jurisdiction of the Ministry of
Education, Culture, Sports, Science & Technology. Any child between the ages of three and
five may enter kindergarten; thus, a child may attend kindergarten for two or three years.
The purpose of kindergarten, as it lays the foundation for further education, is to care for
young children, provide an appropriate environment for their healthy growth, and aid in the
development of young minds and bodies, cultivating the basis for personality development.

Nursery schools are available for infants and children up to the age of five. Certified
childcare facilities integrally provide education and childcare. The Aichi Prefectural
Government offers counseling services related to nursery schools and certified childcare
facilities through the Parenting Assistance Division of the Bureau of Public Welfare.
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Kindergarten children enjoying a train game
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(2) Compulsory Education EHHXE

Elementary School: Parents with children who reach the age of six are required by law to
have them attend elementary school for six years. Elementary school is intended to
provide general elementary education, suited to the level of students’ mental and physical
development.

Lower Secondary School: Parents with children who complete the elementary school
curriculum are required by law to have them attend lower secondary school for three
years. Building upon the education received in elementary school, lower secondary school
aims to provide children with general secondary education suited to the level of their
physical and mental development.

Compulsory Education School: Compulsory education for nine years from elementary
school to lower secondary school is provided within an integrated school system.
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Classroom at an elementary school Elementary and lower secondary school children involved in farming
MNEHROBERE as part of exchange activities for the integrated learning period
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(3) Upper Secondary Education EE2R&H

In Aichi, about 99% of lower secondary school graduates continue to upper secondary
schools. There are three different systems offered by upper secondary schools: a full-time
course, a part-time course, and a correspondence course. The full-time course requires
three years for completion while the other two courses require more than three years to
complete. The upper secondary level consists of two types of schools: general and
vocational. Both build upon the education received in lower secondary school and suit the
mental and physical development of their students. There are schools that focus on such
areas as agriculture, technical and commercial education, fisheries, home economics,
nursing, welfare, art, music, sports science, intercultural studies, and science and
mathematics. These schools are continually updating their courses and creating new ones in
an effort to keep pace with the changes occurring in the industrial world as well as the
development of science and technology. There are also comprehensive schools where
students can choose both general and vocational courses, while some general schools offer
courses which allow students to receive vocational training.
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Vocational course High school club activity
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After regular classes have finished, high school students participate
in a wide range of club activities, from sports to the arts.
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(4) Special Needs Education %A ZEHT

Special needs education schools, special needs classes in elementary and lower
secondary schools, and resource rooms for students with disabilities support such students’
independence and active participation in society by extending their capabilities as well as
relieving or overcoming difficulties in improving their living and learning environments
through appropriate guidance and help suited to each student’s needs. Special educational
support is also given to students with disabilities who require special assistance in regular
classes in elementary and lower secondary schools.

The Aichi Prefectural Board of Education focuses on efforts to further enhance special
needs education programs. Such efforts include first-hand classroom experience for
prospective students and their guardians in the prefectural special needs education schools,
fostering better understanding of students with disabilities and thoughtfulness among all
people through programs that promote interaction between ordinary schools and schools for
students with disabilities. Career education has also been implemented throughout
elementary, lower secondary, and upper secondary schools in the interest of achieving
independence and social participation.
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Independent activity class at a school for Metalworking class at an upper secondary
students with visual impairments school for students with mental disabilities
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Vocational education class using personal Class in a sickroom at a special needs education
computers at a school for students with school for students with health impairments
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(5) School Health and School Lunch Programs Z#&ZR@EERKE

Health and Safety: Developing healthy minds and bodies is one of the principal goals of
school education. Pursuant to this, health education emphasizes the teaching of health
habits and attitudes essential for healthy and safe lives. At the same time, health and
safety management is conducted at school in the form of health check-ups, school
environmental hygiene inspections, and safety inspections of school equipment.

School Lunches: Delicious and nutritionally balanced meals that include local produce are
offered in school. School lunches are an effective tool for Shokuiku (food and nutrition
education) in that they help children gain an understanding of food and good table
manners, as well as fostering social skills.
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Shokuiku (food and nutrition education) at school
lunch time

HEOREORR

_11_



(6) Teachers # &

In order to be able to prepare students for living in a rapidly changing society, and to
become contributors to the creation of a sustainable society, teachers must be committed to
continue learning themselves. They must respond to changing times and think of themselves
as high-level specialists, expanding their capabilities and improving on their skills over the
course of their lives.

The Aichi Prefectural Board of Education offers systematic and effective training programs
to help teachers further enhance their teaching skills, and capabilities. The programs,
tailored for teachers at each stage of their careers, from new teachers, to experienced
teachers, to managerial staff, are conducted primarily at the Aichi Prefectural Education
Center.
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Aichi Prefectural Education Center
EMEREHFLVS—

In order to enhance the prefectural education system, educational services other than the
training of teaching staff are also rendered. These services include research into education-
related matters and consultations.

In addition, a database of education-related literature and other information has been
created and made available to schools and teachers to help improve education research and
teaching ability.
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