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“The smartest places on Earth” argues that the rust belts of the rich world, especially
in America, are becoming hotspots of innovation.

Old industrial skills are acquiring new relevance thanks to such things as advance in

material science. Akron in Ohio has capitalized on its heritage as home to America’s
four biggest tyremakers by turning itself into America’s capital city of polymers. The
University of Akron’ polymer training center houses 120 academics and 700 graduate
students. Companies are inventing new ways to commercialize synthetic materials.
North Carolina has done the same for textile.

(BRI TUT LS AT ADMBERADMHIBEREIRE I OREOEANGTVNEREE M TZE
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(Source) A rust-belt revival, The Economist March 5t 2015 pp.56
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